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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: Takaya SUDA 

SERIAL NO: 10/647,336 GAU: 2186 

FILED: August 26, 2003 EXAMINER: 

FOR: MEMORY CARD AUTHENTICATION SYSTEM, MEMORY CARD HOST DEVICE, MEMORY CARD, 

STORAGE AREA SWITCHING METHOD, AND STORAGE AREA SWITCHING PROGRAM 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Applicant(s) wish to disclose the following information. 
R£F£R£NC£S 

H The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references cited in the attached Japanese Office Action and listed on 
the attached form PTO-1449. Copies of the listed references are attached, where required, as are either statements 
of relevancy or any readily available English translations of pertinent portions of any non-English language 
references. 

n A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending application(s), published application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be 
related to the present application. In accordance with the waiver of 37 CFR 1.98 dated September 21, 2004, copies 
of the cited pending applications are not provided. Cited published and/or issued patents, if any, are listed on the 
attached PTO form 1449. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR § 1 . 17(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

□ Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
&om a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

H Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card 

payment is enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C, 



Customer Number 




Joseph Scafetta, Jr. 
Registration No. 26,803 



22850 

Tel. (703) 413-3000 
Fax. (703)413-2220 
(OSMMN 05/03) 



Docket No. 241 858US2/phh 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: Takaya SUDA 

SERIAL NO: 10/647,336 GAU: 2186 

FILED: August 26, 2003 EXAMINER: 

FOR: MEMORY CARD AUTHENTICATION SYSTEM, MEMORY CARD HOST DEVICE, MEMORY CARD, 

STORAGE AREA SWITCHING METHOD, AND STORAGE AREA SWITCHING PROGRAM 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

Applicant(s) wish to disclose the following information. 
REFERENCES 

H The applicant(s) wish to make of record the references cited in the attached Japanese OfGce Action and listed on 
the attached form PTC- 1449. Copies of the listed references are attached, where required, as are either statements 
of relevancy or any readily available English translations of pertinent portions of any non-English language 
references. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required imder 37 CFR § 1 . 17(p). 
RELATED CASES 

□ Attached is a list of applicant's pending application(s), published application(s) or issued patent(s) which may be 
related to the present application. In accordance with the waiver of 37 CFR 1.98 dated September 21, 2004, copies 
of the cited pending applications are not provided. Cited published and/or issued patents, if any, are listed on the 
attached PTO form 1449. 

□ A check or credit card payment form is attached in the amount required under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p). 
CERTIFICATION 

□ Each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any commimication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of 
this statement. 

□ No item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was cited in a commimication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned, having made 
reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to 
the filing of this statement. 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT 

H Please charge any additional fees for the papers being filed herewith and for which no check or credit card 

payment is enclosed herewith, or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 15-0030 . A duplicate copy of 
this sheet is enclosed. 

RespectfiiUy submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



//Marvm J. Spivak 



Customer Number > Registration No. 24,913 

9 9 8 ^ n Joseph Scafetta, Jr. 

ZZo Registration No. 26,803 

Tel. (703)413-3000 
Fax. (703)413-2220 
(OSMMN 05/03) 



<(\ SHEET 1 OF 1 



Form PTO 1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
(Modified) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 1 OCT 2 S 2005 

241858US2 \\ pj 


SERIAL NO. 
10/647,336 


APPLICANT tm^^^ 

Takaya SUDA ^"^^i^^^ 


FILING DATE 

August 26, 2003 


GROUP 

2186 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


INITIAL 




NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


O vj D 

CLASS 


IF APPROPRIATE 




AA 


6.226,202 B1 


05/01/2001 


Shuichi KIKUCHI 










AB 
















AC 












■ 




AD 
















AE 
















AF 
















AG 
















AH 
















Al 
















AJ 
















AK 
















AL 
















AM 
















AN 














FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AO 


63-143689 


06/15/1988 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AP 


4-372027 


12/25/1992 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AO 


7-302175 


11/14/1995 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AR 


6-95979 


04/08/1994 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AS 


2001-503166 


03/06/2001 


JAPAN (with English Abstract of conr. US 6226202) 




X 




AT 


7-78056 


03/20/1995 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AU 


2000-322539 


11/24/2000 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AV 


WO 02/05285 A2 


01/17/2002 


WlPO 








AW 


2002-163139 


06/07/2002 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AX 


8-30750 


02/02/1996 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AY 


2000-260188 


09/22/2000 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 




AZ 


2001-60397 


03/06/2001 


JAPAN (with English Abstract) 




X 


OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date. Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




BA 
















1 1 Additional References sheet(s) attached 


Examiner 


Date Considered 


^Examiner: Initial if reference Is considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 




Reference No: AMB027016 
Dispatch No: 317032 
Dispatch Date: August 30, 2005 

NOTICE OF GROUNDS FOR REJECTION 

JAPANESE PATENT APPLICATION SERIAL NO. 2002-245863 
Drafting Date: August 19,2005 
EXAMINER: TANJI, Akira 3563 5N00 
Provisions AppUed: Patent Law, Articles 29(2), and 36 



This patent application shall be rejected for the reasons listed below. The 
applicant may file any arguments within sixty days from the mailing date. 

Reasons 

Reason A. Claims 1-22 are rejected under Patent Law, Article 29(2) because the 
inventions defined by those claims could easily have been made, prior to the filing 
date of the patent application, by a person with ordinary skill in the art, on the 
basis of an invention or inventions described in publications distributed in Japan 
or elsewhere prior to the filing date of the patent application. 

Note (as to reference, see LIST of reference) 

(1) With regard to the invention in claims 1, 2, 16, and 22: cited references 1 
to 4 

Both cited references 1 and 2 describe the system for authenticating 
a memory card that comprises a memory card host device including a plural 
area authentication module which judges whether the memory card has 
plural storage areas (block, bank), and an area switching module which 
switches a storage area (block, bank) subject to access a different storage 
area from among plural storage areas (block, bank); a miemory card 
including plural storage areas (block, bank), a storage areas number 
retaining module which retains a value indicating the number of storage 
areas, and a controller which is structured so as to read the value indicating 
the number of the storage areas to the memory card host device; and a bus 
which transmits and receives data between the memory card host device 
and the memory card. 

However, both cited references 1 and 2 describe a DIP switch (a prior 
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Reference No: AMB027016 
Dispatch No: 317032 
Dispatch Date: August 30, 2005 

art in cited references 1 and 2) and a memory in a predetermined address (a 
technology disclosed as invention in cited references 1 and 2). Therefore, 
cited references 1 and 2 fail to describe: 

(a) Retaining a value indicating the number of storage areas in an 
internal register of the memory card. 

(b) Including a controller that transmits the value indicating the number 
of the storage areas to the memory card host device. 

The above (a) and (b) are discussed below. 
With regard to (a) 

Here, either using an internal register as a means for retaining 
attribute information and management information, which indicate the 
number of storage areas, or using a DIP switch or a part of storage areas is 
a mere matter of design variation that a person skilled in the art can select 
as needed. 

With regard to (b) 

Both cited references 3 and 4 describe the memory card that includes 
the controller controlling an access to a memory and transmitting 
commands and data between the memory card host device. The controller 
trauismits information indicating the number of the storage (sector, cluster) 
included in a memory card to the memory card host device. 

According to this, a person skilled in the art could have easily 
arrived the invention in claum 1 by appl3dng the controller, which is 
described in cited references 3 and 4, to the claimed invention of cited 
references 1 and 2 as needed, there is no particular difficulty (claim 1). 

Moreover, as described above, the inventions in claims 2, 16 and 22 
have no particular difference in comparison with the memory card host 
device described in cited references 1 and 2 (claim 2, 16 and 22). 

(2) With regard to the invention in claims 3, 4, 8, 9, 17 and 18: cited 
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Reference No: AMB027016 
Dispatch No: 317032 
Dispatch Date: August 30, 2005 

references 1 to 4 

It is a mere matter of design variation that a person skilled in the 
art can select as needed whether using a reserved area of an internal 
register so as to retain the number of storage areas or using an internal 
register for the plural storage areas for exclusive use. 

(3) With regard to the invention in claims 5 to 7, 10 to 12 and 19 to 21: cited 
references 1 to 5 

It is a mere matter of design variation that a person skilled in the 
art can select as needed whether using a bit series indicating a storage area 
so as to switch a storage area (specify area), using a flag indicating an 
increase or a decrease to the storage area, or using an address in a block 
unit (See cited references 1, 3 to 5). 

(4) With regard to the invention in claim 13: cited references 1 to 5 

It is a mere matter of design variation that a person skilled in the 
art can select as needed to use a mechanical switch in order to 
select/switch/set one of the plural storage areas. Therefore, there is no 
particular difficulty in provision of the invention in the claim 13(See cited 
references 1, 2). 

(5) With regard to the invention in claim 14: cited references 1 to 5 

It is imderstood that merely specifying that the plural storage areas 
adopt different file systems without being accompanied by exceptional 
structure is within the scope of the ordinary creative activity. 

(6) With regard to the invention in claim 15: cited references 1 to 5 

It is imderstood that there is no particular difficulty in merely 
specifying corresponding specifications about the size and function of 
memory card. 
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Reference No: AMB027016 
Dispatch No: 317032 
Dispatch Date: August 30, 2005 

Reason B. This patent apphcation does not comply with the requirement under 
Patent Law, Article 36(4). 

Note 

The present invention in claim 14 specifies 'the plural storage areas 
adopt different file systems'. However, there is no detailed description that 
'file systems' means what in the specification and drawings originally 
attached to the application of the present invention. Moreover, there is no 
detailed description, of how to realize 'different file systems'. 

As a result, the detailed description does not disclose the present 
invention in a manner sufficiently clear and complete the present invention 
in claim 14 to be carried out by a person skilled in the art. 

If any reason(s) for reftisal is foxmd later, it will be notified 

LIST OF REFERENCES 

(1) Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. S63- 143689 

(2) Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. H4-372027 

(3) Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. H7-302175 

(4) Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. H06-95979 

(5) Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2001-503166 



Record of the result of prior art search 

♦Technical field(s) to be searched Int. CI (7) G06K 17/00 

G06K 19/00-19/08 
G06F 12/00-12/16 
GllC 16/00-16/06 
GllC 17/00 
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Reference No: AMB027016 
Dispatch No: 317032 
Dispatch Date: August 30, 2005 

B42D 15/10 

♦Prior art document(s) Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. H7-78056 

Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2000-322539 
International Publication No. WO 2002/05282 A2 ^ 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2002-163139 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. H8-30750 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2000-260188 
Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2001-60397 

This record is not a component(s) of the reason(s) for refusal. 

If the applicant has any questions as to the contents of this Notice, or 
wishes to have an interview, please contact the examiner at 

TEL: 03 (3581) 1101, ext.3586 
FAX: 03 (3501) 0737. 

Examiner: Murata 

Examination Section 4, Information processing 
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